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This Q&A document compiles and clarifies the main questions raised during the official launch of the Notre Dame – Universidad Panamericana Joint Research Grant. It also anticipates frequently asked questions about eligibility, funding, the application process, and the program's scope.
Its purpose is to provide clear guidance to interested researchers, facilitate the development of competitive proposals, and strengthen bilateral collaboration between the institutions. Link for the recording launch of the call: Recording: ND–UP Joint Research Grant Official Launch & Call for Proposals
1. What is the objective of the ND–UP Joint Research Grant?
The objective is to strengthen bilateral academic collaboration between the University of Notre Dame and Universidad Panamericana by supporting interdisciplinary research projects with global impact and long-term sustainability through future external funding.

2. How much funding is available?
The total funding pool is $210,000 USD. Up to three projects will be funded, with a maximum of $70,000 USD per project for two years, you may request less than the maximum. Each institution contributes 50% of the awarded amount to support its own researchers. 

3. What is the duration of the projects?
 Projects are expected to run from August 2026 to September 2028.

4. Who can apply as Principal Investigator (PI)?
Full-time faculty members from either institution may apply. Each proposal must include one PI from Notre Dame and one PI from Universidad Panamericana.

5. Can students participate in the projects?
 Yes, and we encourage its participation,
· Graduate students may actively participate in the research projects.

· Graduate students cannot serve as Principal Investigators.

· Undergraduate students may participate academically, but they cannot receive direct payment from this fund.

6. Can researchers from other institutions be included?
The program is strictly bilateral between Notre Dame and Universidad Panamericana.
However, external collaborators may participate if they bring their own funding and provide a clearly justified and strategic contribution to the project.
7. What expenses are eligible under this grant?
 Eligible expenses include:
· Faculty mobility between ND and UP

· Research-related travel and fieldwork

· Travel to archives and libraries (including for humanities research), with appropriate justification

· Materials and consumables

· Research assistants (with clear scope and justification)

8. Are faculty salaries covered?
No. Faculty salaries, discretionary stipends, and teaching buy-outs are not eligible expenses.

9. Can conference travel be funded?
Conference attendance is not a priority expense. The primary focus is on bilateral mobility and activities directly related to project development and execution.

10. In what language must proposals be submitted?
 All proposals must be submitted in English.

11. What is the application timeline?
 The call opened on February 23 and will close on April 21.
 Results are expected to be announced in June–July.

12. Is institutional approval required?
Yes. Projects must receive the appropriate compliance and academic approvals from the respective research offices, deans, or institutional authorities at both universities.

13. Is there a minimum number of publications required?
There is no fixed publication requirement. However, projects are expected to aim for high-quality academic outputs, including peer-reviewed publications or other significant research deliverables.

14. Is future external funding expected?
Yes. A core objective of this grant is to position projects to apply for competitive external international funding, ensuring long-term financial sustainability and impact.

15. What types of projects are prioritized?
Projects aligned with the strategic priorities of both institutions and addressing global challenges—such as health, sustainability, technology, ethics, democracy, social transformation, and related areas—are especially encouraged.

16. What if I have a project idea but no partner at the other institution?
The coordinating teams at Notre Dame and Universidad Panamericana will actively assist in identifying and connecting potential collaborators.

17. Will there be support during proposal development?
Yes. Ongoing coordination and follow-up will take place, including regular communication between institutional coordinators to monitor partnership formation and proposal progress. 
18. Are computers or specialized computing equipment eligible expenses?
Standard personal devices such as laptops, desktop computers, or tablets are not eligible expenses under this grant.
However, specialized computing equipment that is essential for the execution of the research project (for example, high-performance computing infrastructure required for intensive data analysis) may be considered eligible as research equipment, provided that:
· It is clearly and strongly justified as indispensable to the project methodology.
· It is not intended for general-purpose or personal use.
· It is not reasonably available through existing institutional resources.
All such requests will be carefully reviewed during the evaluation process and must demonstrate clear value for money and direct alignment with the research objectives.

19. Is a Letter of Approval for Participation required?
Yes. Each proposal must include a Letter of Approval for Participation for the Principal Investigator from UPanamericana. This letter must be issued by the corresponding authority (e.g., Secretary for Research, Dean, or direct supervisor) and should formally confirm that the investigator is authorized to participate in the project. It should also validate that the proposal is aligned with the academic unit’s research priorities and that the proposed activities and commitments are institutionally supported.
[bookmark: _heading=h.uhs4gix61m42]Contact Information
For any additional questions or comments regarding the Notre Dame – Universidad Panamericana Joint Research Grant, please contact:
[bookmark: _heading=h.8lm0viy36apz]UNIVERSIDAD PANAMERICANA
Abraham Baltazar León Soto
Institutional Manager for Research
Vice President's Office for Research
Email: vgi@up.edu.mx
Email: ableon@up.edu.mx
[bookmark: _heading=h.vjdfikt91nhh]UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
Geraldine Meehan
Senior Director, Faculty Engagement and Global Research
Notre Dame Global
Email: gmeehan@nd.edu
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